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CHECK OUT PVAAs  

YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
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May 9 General Meeting 7:30 PM Ken Elchert 

"The Moons of the Solar System and 

Gravitation” 

May 24  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Jun 4  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

Jun 13  General Meeting 7:30 PM  

Jun 21  Star Party – White Mountain 

 

July 2  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

July 11  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

July 26  Star Party – GMARS 

 

July 30  Board Meeting 

Aug 8  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Aug 23  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Aug 27  Board Meeting 

Sep 5  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sept 20  Star Party – GMARS 

Club Events Calendar 

 Officers 

President  …..... Mathew Wedel  ..... 909-767-9851 

Vice President .. Joe Hillberg ......... 909-949-3650 

Secretary    ......  position is currently open   

Treasurer .......... Gary Thompson ....... 909-935-5509 

PVAA Officers and Board 
 Board  

Jim Bridgewater (2026)........................ 909-599-7123 

Richard Wismer(2026) ...............................  

Ron Hoekwater (2025)......................... 909-706-7453 

Howard Maculsay  (2025)…………………. 909-913-1195 

  

 Directors 

Membership / Publicity....Gary Thompson  . 909-935-5509 

Outreach ..........  Jeff Schroeder ........... 909-758-1840 

Programs .......... Ron Hoekwater ........  909-391-1943 

 

Oct 1  Board Meeting 6:15 PM  

Oct 10  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Oct 18  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Oct 29  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

Nov 7  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Nov 22  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Dec 3  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

Dec 6  Holiday Party 

http://www.pvaa.us/nightwatch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
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April 11 PVAA General Meeting 

The meeting was started by Gary Thompson with a reminder that your yearly club dues are now due. $30 for an individual, $40 for 

a family, and only $12 for students under 18. 

Ken Elchert gave his monthly rundown of ‘Astronomical and Aerospace Events.’ Venus, Mercury, and Saturn are grouped 

together just before sunrise April 12-18. The Lyrid meteor shower peaks after midnight on April 22nd. The Eta Aquarids meteor show 

peaks in the early mornings of May 5-6. 

Ken also pointed out that May 14 is the 90th anniversary of the opening of Griffith Observatory. Butch and Sunni returned 

with Crew 9, and The Fram2 all-civilian mission circled the globe in a first-ever for humans: polar orbit. They conducted several 

experiments and took the first ever x-ray (radiograph) in space. 

The SPHEREx spacecraft took its first images after being launched into orbit on March 11th of this year. 

Marth 14, 2025 Lunar eclipse as seen from the Earth (Left), and the Blue Ghost Lunar Lander on the Moon (Right).  

Pictures by Andrew Yee and Firefly Aerospace (Blue Ghost) 
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Sensor size matters. Usually, the larger the better. Try to get an APS-C or larger. 
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https://science.nasa.gov/exoplanet-catalog/51-pegasi-b/
https://science.nasa.gov/mission/kepler/
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https://science.nasa.gov/asset/hubble/what-is-cosmological-redshift/
https://science.nasa.gov/missions/hubble/astronomers-find-elusive-planets-in-decade-old-hubble-data/
https://webbtelescope.org/contents/media/images/2025/114/01JNH6DYZE7RX03V4PY9E2K5DT?news=true
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https://science.nasa.gov/exoplanets/
https://eyes.nasa.gov/apps/exo/
https://eyes.nasa.gov/apps/exo/
https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/alien-worlds/the-exoplaneteers/?intent=021
https://science.nasa.gov/exoplanets/stories/
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/news/
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/news/413/

