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CHECK OUT PVAAs  
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July 2  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

July 11 General Meeting 6:30 PM Sujoy Modak 

"Black Holes: Ubiquitous in the Universe 

and Essential for a Unified Theory” 

July 26  Star Party – GMARS 

 

July 30  Board Meeting 

Aug 8  General Meeting 6:30 PM 

Aug 23  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Aug 27  Board Meeting 

Sep 5  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sept 20  Star Party – GMARS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Events Calendar 

 Officers 

President  …..... Ken Elchert  ..... thespaceshuttle@aol,com 

Vice President .. Joe Hillberg ......... 909-949-3650 

Secretary    ......  Richard Wismer   

Treasurer .......... Gary Thompson ....... 909-935-5509 

PVAA Officers and Board 
 Board  

Jim Bridgewater (2026)........................ 909-599-7123 

Claire Stover(2026) ................pvaanightwatch@gmail.com  

Ron Hoekwater (2027)......................... 909-445-9282 

Howard Maculsay  (2027)…………………. 909-913-1195 

  

 Directors 

Membership / Publicity....Gary Thompson  . 909-935-5509 

Outreach ..........  Jeff Schroeder ........... 909-758-1840 

Programs .......... Ron Hoekwater ........  909-445-9282 

Oct 1  Board Meeting 6:15 PM  

Oct 10  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Oct 18  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Oct 29  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

 

Nov 7  General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Nov 22  Star Party – GMARS 

 

Dec 3  Board Meeting 6:15 PM 

Dec 6  Holiday Party 

http://www.pvaa.us/nightwatch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
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President’s Message 

Greetings to all PVAA members!  I thank all of you who voted at the July 2 general meeting!  It is indeed a privilege and an honor 

to have been given this opportunity to lead the “best deal” in southern California!  And I thank Matt Wedel for having led this fine 

organization for all the years that he was president.  I thank you also for electing the other officers for this 48 th year of the PVAA -- 

Joe Hillberg (Vice President), Gary Thompson (Treasurer), Richard Wismer (Secretary) – and members of the board: Ron Hoekwater, 

Claire Stover, Jim Bridgewater and Howard Maculsay.  Most are long-time PVAA members and I look forward to working with them. 

I am a retired aerospace engineer and have been a member of the PVAA for over ten years.  I was PVAA secretary for three years 

– the summer of 2018 to the summer of 2021.  In addition, I have given numerous presentations at PVAA general meetings.  

Currently, I present the upcoming celestial events that can be seen in southern California each month.  My emphasis and goal will be 

to grow the PVAA membership by doing more outreach.  I am therefore continuing the free public telescope viewing in Joāt Park (aka 

Cahuilla Park) in Claremont.  For this year, viewing will start just prior to sunset on the following dates: August 2 and 30, September 

27 and November 1.   

Needless to say, this is an exciting time in astronomy.  First Light was just achieved by the Vera C. Rubin Observatory and the 

Hubble Space Telescope and James Webb Space Telescope are returning spectacular images and science data on celestial objects from 

our solar system all the way to the era shortly after the Big Bang.  The LIGO instruments are detecting ripples in the spacetime 

continuum caused by the mergers of Black Holes and neutron stars as predicted by Albert Einstein over a century ago.   

Spacecraft are in orbit around, and roving on the surface of, Mars.  Juno is exploring Jupiter and its moons.  And five spacecraft 

are on their way to study asteroids -- Psyche will study the metallic asteroid Psyche, Lucy is on its way to explore Jupiter‟s Trojan 

asteroids, Osiris-Apex is traveling to the asteroid Apophis and Hera is on its way to the asteroid Dimorphos to determine how 

effective the DART spacecraft was in diverting that asteroid by its impact and China‟s Tianwen-2 is traveling to quasi-moon 469219 

Kamo‟oalewa to return a sample of that asteroid.  Finally, NASA is planning to send astronauts to walk on the Moon in 2027 on the 

Artemis Program after 55 years to begin a new era of lunar exploration and discovery.   

We are seeing the future unfold before us!  Onward and upward! 

Ken Elchert 
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June 13 2025 General Meeting 

The meeting started off with a reminder that club dues are due, as are nominations for next month‟s vote for the club officers and 

board members. Ken Elchert has stepped in as temporary club president, as Matt Wedel stepped down due to time constraints.  

The first presentation was from Ken Elchert, as he gave his monthly “Astronomical & Aerospace Events” report. Ken considered 

the best event to see was the lunar occultation of Mars on June 30th. You will also get a great chance to see Mercury on July 4th, with 

its greatest elongation of 25.9 degrees above the horizon.  

Three good places to get monthly astronomical happenings are:  

https://www.skymaps.com/downloads.html,  

https://www.kenpress.com and  

https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/visible-planets-tonight-mars-jupiter-venus-saturn-mercury/. 

On the aerospace side, CRS-32 – a cargo version of the SpaceX Dragon - returned to Earth splashing down just off the coast near 

Camp Pendleton. A brand-new crew version of the Dragon will be taking four people from four different countries to the International 

Space Station. The date has been delayed by weather and a leak in the Russian section of the space station. 

The latest test flight of the SpaceX Starship ended with the booster exploding on its return to Earth, and the Starship developing a 

leak, and not surviving reentry. 

Japan‟s Hakuto-R Mission 2 to the moon crashed on the moon instead of having a soft landing. 

The main speaker of the night was Dr. Jeff Rich of the Carnegie Science Observatories. His topic was „The Past, Present and 

Future of Astronomy at Carnegie Observatories.‟  The Carnegie Institution for Science was founded in 1902 by Andrew Carnegie, 

dedicated to scientific discovery “to encourage, in the broadest and most liberal manner, investigation, research, and discovery and 

application of knowledge to the improvement of mankind.” The Carnegie scientist covers Astronomy and Astrophysics to Life and the 

Environment. The Carnegie Foundation was the main backer for Mount Wilson‟s 60- and 100-inch telescopes, along with the 200-

inch Mount Palomar telescope. Dr. Edwin Hubble used the Mount Wilson telescopes to prove that there are separate and distant 

galaxies apart from the Milky Way. He also proved that the universe is expanding. 

Due to light pollution, Carnegie started constructing telescopes in Chile. It currently has the Las Campanas Observatory in Chile 

and is constructing, with many partners, the twin Magellan Telescopes. The Magellan Telescopes each have 21-feet diameter mirrors. 

Following these there are plans for the European Extremely Large Telescope, the Thirty Meter Telescope, and the Giant Magellan 

Telescope. These are all having funding issues and are in various stages of completion. 

 

Gary Thompson 

https://www.skymaps.com/downloads.html
https://www.kenpress.com
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/visible-planets-tonight-mars-jupiter-venus-saturn-mercury/


nightwatch Page 4 

Stay connected to Carnegie Science by getting their newsletter 

QR Code for the Carnegie Science Newsletter 
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https://science.nasa.gov/mission/hubble/science/explore-the-night-sky/hubble-messier-catalog/messier-4/
https://science.nasa.gov/mission/hubble/science/explore-the-night-sky/hubble-caldwell-catalog/caldwell-76/
https://www.nasa.gov/image-article/newborn-stars-blow-bubbles-cats-paw-nebula/
https://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap190513.html
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https://archive.hokulea.com/ike/hookele/hawaiian_star_lines.html#manaiakalani
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/download-view.cfm?Doc_ID=677
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/news/341/

