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President’s Message -  June 2026  

I am happy to report that the tour of the historic Mount Wilso Observatory (MWO) led by Tim Thompson on May 9 was a big 

success!  There were 24 PVAA members who attended.  It was a beautiful day and Tim did an outstanding job showing us the Snow 

solar coelostat telescope, the 60-foot and 150-foot telescope towers, the 60-inch and 100-inch telescopes which were the largest 

telescopes of there time and the CHARA optical interferometric array.  Tim provided very interesting information on the history of 

MWO and was able to answer all of our questions based on his extensive astronomical knowledge and experience.  Some of the 

people Tim talked about were George Ellery Hale, Edwin Hubble, Henrietta Leavitt, Harlow Shapley, Cecelia Payne, Walter Baade 

and Albert Einstein.  In addition, we got to meet and listen to several MWO employees who carry on important astronomical work 

using the solar telescopes.   

In the world of space exploration, the Psyche spacecraft had a successful flyby of Mars on May 15 which achieved two important 

objectives: a gravity boost to achieve the velocity increase needed to reach its objective of arriving at the asteroid 16 Psyche on 

August 25, 2029, and testing its scientific instruments including its onboard cameras which took several thousand pictures during the 

close encounter.  And on May 22, SpaceX had a very successful test flight of Version 3 of its Super Heavy booster and Starship.  It’s 

the world’s most powerful launch vehicle and is designed to become the world’s first fully reusable rocket.  It’s planned that Starship 

will eventually be used to transport astronauts to the Moon. 

I will be giving a presentation on the Sun along with solar telescope viewing at the Glendora Public Library on June 9 to the Teen 

Astronomy Club.  If you know of anyone 10 to 16 years old who is interested in science, please inform their parents and invite them to 

attend.  The event will start at 6:00 pm.  We are also planning to have solar telescope viewing for the public at the San Dimas Civic 

Center Park from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm on June 10 in conjunction with the San Dimas Farmers Market.  Please come to help us out and 

have fun! 

Remember that the PVAA has plenty of opportunities for members to actively help the club.  We need a president, a secretary and 

an Outreach Coordinator.  We also have a need for a website designer to do an assessment of the PVAA website to determine whether 

we need to make modifications to the existing website to make it easier to use or to completely replace it from scratch.  Also, we still 

need someone to be Gary Thompson’s assistant to help set up the computer for Zoom at the general meetings and to fill in for him 

when he is unable to attend a meeting.  If you are interested in any of these or know someone who might be, please contact me at 

thespaceshuttle@aol.com or call me at 626-541-8679. 

As all of you know, June 1 is the start of the PVAA fiscal year which means that membership dues are due.  So, please don’t forget 

to send in your payment if haven’t done so yet to PVAA, P.O. Box 162, Upland, CA 91785-9988.  It also means that my term as 

president of the PVAA has ended and this is my last PVAA President’s Message.  However, I will continue serving the PVAA as a 

board member at large, filling the vacancy that was created when Ron Hoekwater was elected PVAA Vice President last year. 

Finally, I wish all of you a very nice Father’s Day with friends and family on June 21 which coincides with the Summer Solstice, 

the longest day of the year in the northern hemisphere! 

Ken Elchert 

http://www.pvaa.us/nightwatch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
mailto:thespaceshuttle@aol.com
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Club Events Calendar 
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Our meeting started out with elections of officers. Currently we have openings for the President and Secretary positions. Then Ken 

Elchert gave his monthly presentation “Astronomical and Aerospace Events.”  It just happened to be National Space Day, which 

brought us to the successful conclusion of the Artemis II mission with a splashdown off the coast of San Diego. Artemis II has taken 

humans further from Earth for a new record: 252,756 mi = 406,771 km @ 4:02 pm PDT April 6. After their return to Earth pilot 

Victor Glover from Pomona celebrated his 50th birthday. 

Scientist monitoring Voyager 1 turned off the Low Energy Charged Particle Instrument (LECP), leaving only the Magnetometer 

(MAG), and the Plasma Wave Subsystem (WAV), instruments still functioning on the spacecraft. Voyager 1 is 15.8 billion miles from 

Earth, or 23 hours and 32 minutes at the speed of light. 

Ken then talked about the Western Region Astronomical League meeting last April 15th. The PVAA is a member of the 

Astronomical League. Since the Astronomical League raised its membership dues, the PVAA is raising its annual membership to $40 

for individuals, $60 for families, and $20 for individuals under the age of 18. Please see our website pvaa.us for information. You can 

also use Zelle to pay your dues. Zelle your dues to: pvaanightwatch@gmail.com 

Ken ended his presentation with a calendar of celestial events.  

Our speaker for the night was Tim Thompson, who will also be our guide for the Mount Wilson Observatory (MWO) tour. His 

topic for the night was: “Mount Wilson Observatory: The Real Magic Mountain.”  MWO holds the record for having 5 of the largest 

telescopes in the world when they were built. MWO was also the first institution dedicated to astrophysics. MWO came to being 

because of two men – George Ellery Hale and Andrew Carnagie – the “Godfathers of Big Science.” George was always doing some 

project. Andrew Carnagie was extremely wealthy, and willing to fund large projects to advance science. 

The 60-inch telescope introduced a unique idea for large telescopes – it could swap out the top part of the telescope to do different 

tasks. It could be set up as F/30 Coude (for spectrographic research), F/16 Cassegrain, and an F/5 Newtonian. The telescope sits in an 

enclosed pool of mercury for extremely smooth guiding. 

Even before the 60-inch came online, Hale had already ordered the 100-inch mirror to be poured in France.  

On the science side, Mr. Hale took spectrographs of the sun, and of its sunspots. They then took spectrographs of carbon in an oven 

at different temperatures. When the spectra matched, they found the temperature of the sun’s surface, and of sunspots. This led to 

researching magnetic fields on the sun and sunspots. 

Turning to the “Dark Side” of astronomy, Hubble, using Henrietta Swan Leavitt’s cephid variable data, discovered that the 

Andromeda Nebula was actually a stand-alone Galaxy by itself, far away from the Milky Way. MWO also did the first infrared survey 

of the sky.  

A big addition to MWO is the CHARA (Center for High Angular Resolution Astronomy) Array owned by the Georgia State 

University. It is an array of six one-meter telescopes connected by vacuum tubes for the light to make high resolution images. A 

seventh telescope, connected by fiber optics was added in 2024. MWO is the birthplace of adaptive optics because of Horace 

Babcock. MWO has many more firsts, too many to talk about. Check out the MWO website here: https://www.mtwilson.edu/ 

Gary Thompson 

 

PVAA General Meeting  5/1/2026   

https://www.mtwilson.edu/
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 Officers 

President  …..... Ken Elchert  ..... thespaceshuttle@aol,com 

Vice President .. Open position 

Secretary(acting) .....Ken Elchert   ......... 626-541-8679 

Treasurer .......... Gary Thompson ....... 909-935-5509 

PVAA Officers and Board 
 Board  

Jim Bridgewater (2026)........................ 909-599-7123 

Claire Stover(2026) ................pvaanightwatch@gmail.com  

Ron Hoekwater (2027)......................... 909-445-9282 

Howard Maculsay  (2027)…………………. 909-913-1195 

  

 Directors 

Membership / Publicity....Gary Thompson  . 909-935-5509 

Outreach ..........  Jeff Schroeder ........... 909-758-1840 

Programs .......... Ron Hoekwater ........  909-445-9282 
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60-Inch Telescope  

150' Snow Solar Telescope 

Beam of Light Inside Snow Solar Telescope  Outside the Solar Telescope 

100-Inch Hooker Telescope  

Tim Thompson Inside  

60-Inch Telescope 
Tim Thompson Inside 100-Inch Hooker Telescope  

Photos by  Laura Jaoui 
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Ken and the Dome 

Ken Elchert with Mt Wilson Scope 

Marissa Elchert with Mt Wilson Telescope 
PVAA Tour Heads to the Dome 

Snow Telescope 
Tim Thompson with Mt Wilson Scope 
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Antennae of Mt Wilson 

Ken on Outside of Dome 

Members and Dome 

Members and Dome 

Members looking at Solar Scope 

Tim Thompson and Scope 

Snow Telescope. 

Scope 

Scope 

Two domes 


