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President’s Message 

My name is Ron Hoekwater, and I have been a member of PVAA for more than 30 years. I am deeply grateful to PVAA for 

making so many wonderful experiences possible, and for the many friends and acquaintances I have made through amateur 

astronomy. 

As no one ran for the office of president in last month‟s election, I will be assuming the role of acting PVAA president starting 

with our June 26 meeting. I owe a huge debt of gratitude to our previous president, Ken Elchert; his hard work resolved several critical 

issues, ensuring that PVAA continues to run smoothly. Thank you, Ken! 

I am also pleased to announce that Laura Jaoui and Lauretta Davis have agreed to take on the duties of co-publicity directors. They 

are already hard at work getting PVAA‟s name out across the Inland Empire. 

Finally, for those who love free things (and who doesn‟t?), PVAA will begin hosting a door prize drawing at each meeting starting 

June 26. The prize will be worth approximately $20. All current members in attendance will receive one free entry into the drawing, 

but please note that you must be present at the time of the drawing to win. 

Be sure to attend our upcoming PVAA meetings for your chance to win! 

Ron Hoekwater 

 Officers 

(acting)President  …..... Ron Hoekwater 

Vice President .. Ron Hoekwater 

Secretary(acting) .....Ken Elchert   ......... 626-541-8679 

Treasurer .......... Gary Thompson ....... 909-935-5509 

PVAA Officers and Board 
 Board  

Jim Bridgewater (2028)........................ 909-599-7123 

Claire Stover(2028) ................pvaanightwatch@gmail.com  

Ken Elchert (2027)......................... 626-541-8679 

Laura Jaoui  (2027)…………………. 909-706-7031 

  

 Directors 

Membership / Publicity....Gary Thompson  . 909-935-5509 

Outreach ..........  Open position ...........  

Programs .......... Ron Hoekwater ........  909-445-9282 

Publicity………. Laura Jaoui 

  Lauretta Davis 

http://www.pvaa.us/nightwatch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC3Bzp4dxty98gZocPNM3Xg
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Our meeting started out with elections of officers. Currently we have openings for the President and Secretary positions. Then Ken 

Elch  Ken Elchert started the meeting greeting everyone and apologized for the late start. We found that our meeting room was locked, 

and the college had to send security to unlock the door. Then Ken presented his monthly presentation of Aerospace and Astronomical 

Events. The LIGO (US), VIGO (Italy) and KAGRA (Japan) teams published a paper adding 161 gravitational wave detections, for a 

total of 390. The teams have aligned their instruments and are hitting their stride.  

Ken then talked about the TESS (Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite). As of May 3, 2026, TESS had identified 7931 candidate 

exoplanets, with 885 being confirmed.  

The Psyche spacecraft, which will reach the asteroid 16 Psyche in August 2029, passed by Mars and tested out its instruments on 

the planet.  

In other news, the SpaceX Starship V3 successfully lifted off from its Texas launchpad on May 22nd. The flight was mostly 

successful, but the booster did not successfully return to the designated landing area, while the starship aced its landing. The FAA 

grounded the superheavy booster pending an investigation. SpaceX plans to launch its starship in July. (With FAA approval.) 

NASA recently had an Artemis update, showing models of the Blue Origin Lander, the Astrolab Rover, and the Firefly Orbiter/

Lander – among other things. 

This last May 9th PVAA got a tour of the Mount Wilson telescopes. Our tour Guide was Tim Thompson. We viewed the solar 

telescopes, the 60-inch and the 100-inch telescopes. Each telescope was the biggest in the world when they came online.  

Ken also gave two presentations on the Milky Way and the Sun at the Glendora Library on May 12 th and June 9th. The attendees 

also got to look at the sun through a solar telescope and eclipse glasses. They also got a “First Telescopic Observation” certificate 

from the Astronomical League. The next meeting at the library is July 14th at 6pm. 

The Friends of the Claremont Library had an ice cream social where they showed off their new telescopes you can check out like a 

book. Mathew Wedel got the telescopes ready to be checked out for the library. 

We have two openings on the PVAA Board. The President and the Secretary. We also need an Outreach Coordinator and a Star 

Party Director and are looking for a Website Designer. 

The club‟s yearly dues are now due. Our dues: $40 for individuals, $60 for family, and $20 for individuals under 18. You can pay 

your dues using Zelle by sending it to: pvaanightwatch@gmail.com 

The speaker for the night was Bob Stevens. This title of his presentation was „Days of the Future Past – 2020s Total Solar 

Eclipses.‟ Bob has seen 21 solar eclipses, and 5 or 6 annular eclipses. In 2020 during COVID, he got permission to enter Chile and 

view the eclipse from there. The weather was forecast to be so bad that viewing the solar eclipse would be impossible. So, his group of 

10 rented 2 Cessna Citation Business jets to see the eclipse from above the clouds. In 2021 his group of 100 rented 2 Boeing 787s to 

view a solar eclipse near Antarctica. That worked out better than 14 of the 15 solar cruise ships, which ran into overcast skies. He then 

went to Australia to catch the 2023 eclipse. The total solar eclipse lasted one minute. You don‟t just go to see the eclipse, but to see 

the world. 

Bob‟s suggestions for viewing a solar eclipse: 1-Enjoy the experience. Where did you go, who did you meet, what did you see? 

(Not just the eclipse.) Taking pictures of the people and things around you are just as important as the eclipse pictures themselves. 

Take advantage of dark skies and take astronomical pictures if you are away from the city. The most important thing is to SEE the 

eclipse, not to photograph it. 2-Know your equipment and try it out before the event. If things go wrong with the equipment, just step 

away and view the eclipse with your own eyes.  

Gary Thompson 

 

PVAA General Meeting May 2026 
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Blood Moon - Howard Maculsay 

 

Bob Stevens 
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